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lo A draft luw for the expropriation of cinemas was prepared in 
the Ministry of Interior of Saxony-Aohalt in January 1944, 
A copy of the draft was forwardec to the Central Committee of the 
SED Berlin by Minister ~Lewert, not in hig capacity as minister 
but as e party functlonary, with a request for approval, The 
draft provided that ciremas in sowns of less than 5000 inhe bi~ 
tants be'ex¢epted from the Sxpropriation order, bus SED pau 
quested that this provision be removed. Without further dis 
cussion, the draft was altered accordingly and was §O-progant ed 
to the cabinet for adoption without anyone knowing of She 
Change except Siewert and one other minister (name not piven) 
who happened to have Seen the original. The cabinet adopted 
the resolution as it wag presentéd and forwarded it to the 
tandteg in the same form. 


25X1C comments This same brocedure uncouotedly is used in : 
any new laws With political appilcation, thus givine SED com 


plete control over legislation.) 


2. <A copy of the draft of the law follows. 
| DRAFT OF A LAW 
for transfer of cinemas to commminity property 
| I 
1s Business property belonging to tha owners of cinemas te 
hereby expropriated and transferred with all risnts and 
obligations ‘to community property. 


2» The execution of the expropriation is the duty of the 
Minister of Taterior, 


5, Cinemas isgealiy assigned, through competent services ather 
the capitulation, to the occupation power or to legal. 
persons of ths USSR are not affected by expropriation. 
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Hipinens property in the moaning of Peragrach ‘I Item 1 ig 
considered property woolly or predoninantly devoted to the 
cinema, including the real astate belonging to the owner of 
the business at the moment of its cxprovriation and directly 
serving the operation of the cinema. 


TIt 


Items of business property which are necessury for orcerly 
continuance of tho business are also subject to expropriation 
if they belong to other persons than those named in Paragraph I 
Iter 1. Real estate is usually necessary for the orderly 
continuance ol the business if it 1s wholly or predominantly 
devoted to the business, 


’ 


LV 


Expropriated owners of cinemas anc tiiose persons whose items 
of business property were confiscated undcr Parayrach Tit ma 
clain suitable compensation, unless it happens that those ine- 
volved in this were determineé by denazitication consittees 
to o@ Nazi activists, militarists, or war criminals in the 
sense of SMA Gervany Order Ho. 201 of 16 August 1947. 


Vv 
Py 
ow Compensation is guaranteed only on application. The peti- 
tion is to be brourht to tie ifinister of Interior of the 
Land government. It mist contain; 


1) Name and address of the petitioner. 

2) A eritical opinion on the petitioner from the lorel 
Antifa-Bloc, which is to ve confirmec by the Kreis 
Antifa-Bloc. 

3) Statenent of the sum which is asked as compensation. 

4) Reasons for the amount of compensation requested. 


2, All documen S and vouchers which can serve as informational 
material are to be attached to the petition, especially 
those documents which relate to the evaluation of the real 
estate. 


VI 
1. The Minister of Interior in agreement with the Ministers 
of Justice and Finance decides upon comnensation. If 
eereeme:nt is not reached between the ministers concerned, 
the Land government decides, 


2. The decision of the !linister of Interior of the Land 
povernment’ is final, 


3. Rerular Legal channels are excluded. 
, VII 


The Land government is empowered to transfer the property taken 
over into community ownership to communities, Kreises, or to 


Special C ONIPANY o 


VIII 


The property is intended for and serves for the furthering of 
cultural life. on principles of democratic anc. public utility. 

The Land government is permitted to utilize income from property 
allotted to this purpose cntirely or partly for ae esaiotoat socisl 
and cultural welfare in the democratic spirit or to order its 
use for thet purpose. 
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a Winister of Interior releases the approval of execution of this 
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This law goes into force on the da of its publ th. 
Haile/Saale, ove a Oost Heaeaaoae = (dates P ication. 
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